Data Access and Dissemination Issues

CANSIM, E-STAT, Census 1996 and Health Indicators Database


CANSIM
E-STAT
Census 1996
Health Indicators

1. License Conditions


1a.  Who is the vendor?
Statistics Canada
Statistics Canada


Statistics Canada
Statistics Canada

1b.  Does the license restrict access?
Yes
Yes


Yes
Yes

1c.  Special allowances in DLI license?
Multi-institutional access
Multi- institutional access
Multi- institutional access
Multi- institutional access

2. Technology dependencies


2a.  Is there a CD ROM version?
Yes
Yes


Yes
Diskettes

2ai.    Require specific operating system?
MS/Windows
MS/Widows or Mac OS
MS/Windows
MS/Windows

2aii.   Require special software?
Folio & B20/20
E-STAT
Special Interface & B20/20
B20/20

2b.  Is there an Internet version?
Statistics Canada and CHASS
Statistics Canada
Variety of universities
Variety of universities

2bi.    Require specific operating system?
Internet browser


Internet browser
Internet browser & MS/Windows1
Internet browser & MS/Windows1

2bii.   Require special software?
No


No2
B20/20
B20/20

3. Access Methods


3a.  What are the options for access?
Stand-alone, LAN or WAN (Internet)
Stand-alone, LAN or WAN (Internet)
Stand-alone, LAN or WAN (Internet)
Stand-alone, LAN or WAN (Internet)

3b.  What kind of finding tools exist?
Folio on CD-ROM
Search engine on CD-ROM
Search tool on CD-ROM
B20/20 search feature


Search engine on STC website
Search engine on STC website
IPS on STC website
Subject headings on Uni. websites


Search engine on CHASS website

Various methods at universities3


4. Dissemination options


4ai.   What are the output formats for the CD-ROM version
B20/20 IVT file
Several options
B20/20 output options4
B20/20 output options4

4aii.   What are the output formats for the Internet version
CHASS offers several options5
STC offers several options6
B20/20 output options4
B20/20 output options4

4b.  How can output be disseminated?
Variety of methods7
Variety of methods7
Depends on workstation
Depends on workstation

Notes:

1  Because the Census files and the Health Indicators Database require B20/20, MS/windows is required to load the files via an Internet browser.  Any operating system with an Internet browser can be used to download the files for these two aggregate data products.  However, to view the tables, the files must be transferred to an MS/Windows workstation with B20/20 software installed.

2  Some of the output options from E-STAT require special software, e.g., B20/20, or the use an interchange format, such as CSV or DIF.

3.  For example, subject headings are used at several universities.  A few have indexed web pages, e.g., the University of Alberta.

4.  The output options for B20/20 Version 5.1 include B20/20 ivt, csv, text, Lotus worksheets and dbf.

5.  CHASS provides graphics output as well as several numeric formats, including plain text, spreadsheet, csv, SAS, Shazam, SPSS, Rats and TSP.

6.  E-STAT on the Statistics Canada website offers graphic displays of output as well as B20/20 ivt files, csv, tab-delimited, dbf, Lotus worksheet, and text.

7.  The Internet versions offer the most flexibility providing email, network file transfer, diskette and other electronic media, depending upon the storage devices on the client workstation.
