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1.  INTRODUCTION:

· Who uses (-STAT?

· Free to the education community – utilized by Grade 6 to Post-secondary students.

· What’s new with (-STAT?

· 9th edition has an improved format as of September, 2000.

· Users search for data by theme = more user-friendly.

· Text complements the data = more versatile.

· 150 time series data added = all 450,000 active CANSIM time series.

· When is (-STAT updated?

· (-STAT’s version of CANSIM is updated annually (versus quarterly updates for the CD version of CANSIM).  Consult the Communiqué section for interim additions/changes to (-STAT.

· Where can (-STAT be accessed?

· Provision through the Internet accounts for wide access across campuses.

· Why is (-STAT important at this time?

· For those institutions that don’t subscribe to the add-on CHASS access to CANSIM, they will be restricted to (-STAT’s CANSIM in the future because Statistics Canada is dropping the CD release of CANSIM.         [(-STAT’s version of CANSIM, however, does not provide access to all of the historical time series.]

2.  ACCESS TO (-STAT:

(-STAT is accessed at:  http://estat.statcan.ca 

· Choose language of choice

· Read & Accept terms of the license agreement

· The (-STAT – Table of Contents page provides primary access

· Navigational links appear on the left-hand side of (-STAT pages.  These include:

· Traditional (-STAT = access to that which is familiar for those of us who cannot handle change!
· Communiqué = lists the latest updates/additions to (-STAT.

· For Teachers = includes lesson plans/activities, listserv and funding information.

· Help? = includes an Introduction, FAQ’s, technical troubleshooting and contact information.

· Getting you Started = includes a Quick Guide which takes you through a typical search process for CANSIM or CENSUS data.

3.  THEMES:

· The (-STAT-Table of Contents page outlines 6 main categories subdivided by 25 themes.

· Contents can be viewed according to:

· Overview provides a brief analysis of the topic, often with an example of what you can do with the data in (-STAT.
· Articles provides links to supplementary information on the topic.
· Data further subdivides themes, providing matches from all available databases.
· Additionally, Lesson Plans are available under selected themes which provide links to data-related classroom activities.

4.  ARTICLES and LESSON PLANS:

· Short analytical articles supplement (-STAT, provided from the following publications:

· Canada Year Book (1999)

· Canadian Social Trends (Winter, 1998+ )
· Daily (June, 1995+)

· Human Activity and the Environment 2000

· Education Quarterly Review (Fall, 1996+)
· 1996 Census of Agriculture

· 1996 Census of Population

· Thirty-Sixth General Election 1997: Official Voting Results

· Lesson plans supplement (-STAT, developed by professional educators, and are ready to use in the classroom.
Each lesson contains:

· a teacher instruction package complete with documentation and suggestions for enrichment

· student activity sheets that include keystroke instructions for each stage of the activity

5.  DATABASES:

The basic components of (-STAT have remained the same:

· Census of Population (complete data for 1996, 1991 and 1986)

· A picture of Canada at one point in time.

· Contains the first data released from the most recent census (1996).

· 400+ (1986) and 600+ (1991) variables from the short and detailed census questionnaires.

· Census of Agriculture (results for 1996 and 1991)

· Provides information on crop area, livestock, farm labour, machinery, expenses, receipts and land management practices.

· Aboriginal Peoples Survey (1991)

· Presents selected results on language, tradition, health, work and related activities, lifestyle, social issues, schooling, expenses, income, mobility and housing.

· Censuses of Canada (1665-1871)

· Contains about 343 statistical tables on the social and economic conditions of Canada from 98 censuses of the earliest settlements to Confederation in 1867 and on to 1871.  

· Environment Data

· This module presents a variety of human activity data, demographic, socio-economic and agricultural, which have an impact on the environment.  Data are represented by natural geographies, drainage basins and ecoregions, and by province.

· Elections Canada (1997 federal election information)

· Includes data at the Provincial and Federal Electoral District levels.

· CANSIM (over 450,000 items from the most recent social and economic data)

· Consists of a number of observations for a given subject at regular time intervals.

6. COMPUTER EXERCISE:

(-STAT is accessed at:  http://estat.statcan.ca 

· Choose language of choice

· Read & Accept terms of the license agreement

· At the (-STAT Table of Contents page, select Data 

1.  Select the theme Social Conditions listed under “People”.  In the “Census databases:” section under Social Conditions, select Target Groups.


2.  Select Community Profiles (1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey).  On the “Geography/Characteristics” page leave the “Geography” selection at 1991 – Provinces and Territories in Canada and highlight the following “Characteristics” under LANGUAGES – TOTAL ABORIGINAL ADULT POPULATION (15+):


Adults who speak Aboriginal language(s)


Adults who do not speak but understand Aboriginal language(s)


Adults who read Aboriginal language(s)


Adults who write Aboriginal language(s)

[HINT:  Hold down the Control Key while selecting multiple characteristics or, alternatively, choose Details, click on the boxes next to your characteristics of choice and then choose Back to Main Selection Form at the bottom of this page.]

3.  Click on Table next to “Choose your output format:”


4.  Scroll down and click on Reduce/Sort Geo List.  Highlight the three prairie provinces.  Click on Tables Areas as Columns next to “Screen outputs:”


5.  Go back to the (-STAT Table of Contents page, select Articles.  Select the theme Social Conditions listed under “People”.  In the “Canadian Social Trends (.pdf)” section under Social Conditions, select Canada’s Aboriginal Languages.

6.  Use the Adobe Acrobat navigational tools or scroll down to Page 6 of this article.  


7.  Use Netscape’s Back arrow and return to the previous screen.  Scroll to the bottom on this page and select Lesson Plans.


8.  Go back to the (-STAT Table of Contents page, select Data once again.  Select the theme Social Conditions listed under “People”.  In the “CANSIM:” section under Social Conditions, select Target Groups.


[HINT:  Rather than scroll down the entire list, use the “Find in Page” function under “Edit” to search for keyword(s) of interest.]

9.  Select this matrix.  Scroll down the page until the list of series is shown.  Select H520276 and while holding down the mouse button drag over the entries to H520281.  Release the mouse button and click on Go!  [HINT:  Alternatively, choose Show Detail, click on the boxes next to your characteristics of choice and then choose Go! at the bottom of this page.]

10.  Click on Go! when the “Modify Data Request” page is displayed and click on Go! again when the “Retrieval Request” page is displayed.


That’s a wrap – thanks for listening!!

How many matches were found for Target Groups?





How many adults can read an Aboriginal language in the province of Manitoba?





What is the status of the Salish family of languages?








How many lesson plans are available under Social Conditions?








What is the matrix number for HOW MANY STUDENTS HAVE TASTED AN ALCOHOLIC DRINK, BY SELECTED COUNTRIES, BY GENDER, AGE 11?





How does the three-year trend differ between males and females who have tasted an alcoholic drink?





How did the table format change from Question #3? 








