Using Statistics Canada’s

Community Profiles 
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A great deal of community data from the 1996 Census of Population is available without charge at the Statistics Canada website.  You can find it by going to www.statcan.ca/start.html and clicking on Community Profiles in the blue box at the top of the screen.
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You will be presented with the following:
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‘Welcome to Statistical Profile of Canadian Communities

‘This site contains information from the 1996 Census of Population conducted by Statistics Canada on May 14, 1996, population estimates,
vital staistics data in the form of birhs and deaths and additional health information. A statistical profile is presented for all Canadian
communities (cities, towns, villages, Indian Reserves and Settlements, ete.) for metzapofitan areas and for health regions. Information s
provided on education, income and wotk fanilies and dwellings, births and deaths, general population information, and health information. 4
‘mapping feature is available for viewing the location of a community within Canada, Confidentiality pracedures have been applied to the data
(bath suppression of data and rendom zounding of numbers) to protect the confidentiality of individual respondents.

For mote products and services, contact yous nearest Regional Reference Cenire. A Message from the Chief Stafistician of Canada

Statistical Profile Place Name Search
Type in the “Community Name" you wish fo search for in the Place Name box below.
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To use the profiles, simply enter the name of a community in the dialogue box, select the province or territory and click Search.  Ottawa is used here simply as an illustration. 

Once you have clicked the search button, you will have a number of choices:
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We’ll choose the first option (Ottawa (City), Ontario), again just for the purposes of illustration.  (You will be asked to choose another location for the exercise.) Click GO.  From there, you can choose from a variety of census information.
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To complete this section of the assignment, choose your home community (or one that you think might be of interest to you), pick the appropriate data from the list above and answer the following questions:

· Which community did you choose?   ____________________________

· What was the 1996 population?  ___________

· What was the predominant mother tongue?  ________________

· How many were of aboriginal origin?  _______________

· What percentage of the population has less than grade 9?  ___________

· What percentage has a university degree?  ___________

· Is this higher or lower than the percentage in the province?  _____________

· What was the average income for males?  ___________

· What was the average income for females?  ___________

· What was the 1996 unemployment rate?  _____________

· How does it compare with the unemployment rate in the province?  _________________ (higher/lower/the same)

· What was the average income for married families?   __________________

· What was the average income for lone-parent families?  __________________

· What was the average value of a house?  ____________________

· How does this compare with the province?  ___________________

· Do more people own or rent their dwellings?  ___________________

· Overall, would you expect to see more, fewer or about the same number of social problems in this area as compared to the rest of the province?   __________________________  

· What about the rest of the country?  _______________________________________

