Statistical Information Available through Statistics Canada

Computing Exercise 

I.  Statistics Canada Website

A. The Daily

The Daily is Statistics Canada’s medium for announcing official releases of statistics, including the Census.  Once a standard data table from the Census is announced in The Daily, the table is available to DLI member institutions.  Thus, the index of The Daily is a valuable source for locating information about tables that have been released and in some instances, about the information being sought.  In the exercise below, find the reference to the Calgary-Edmonton corridor from the 2001 Census results.

1. In either the Location field or from the File/Open menu sequence, enter the URL for the search engines on the Statistics Canada Web site: 

www.statcan.ca/english/

2. From the menu bar at the top, select The Daily
3. In the "Search The Daily" text box enter:  Edmonton +Calgary +corridor
4. Then click "GO!"


Number of results:


Which issue was found?


5. Click on Tuesday, March 12, 2002, which was the date of the official release of Census results for Population and Dwelling Counts.  Use the Web browser’s Find tool (Edit, Find in Page) and search for Calgary-Edmonton corridor

What is the reference to this corridor in the article?


What percentage of the population is located in the four broad urban regions mentioned in this article?

B. Statistical Profiles of Canadian Communities

Statistical Profiles provides access to some of the statistics from the 2001 and 1996 Census for a large number of named places in Canada for varying levels of Census geography, including CMA and CSD.  Health authority regions are also available in the 1996 community profiles.

6. Go to these service by clicking Community Profiles on the menu of the Statistics Canada website.
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7. In the text box for Place Name, enter: Edmonton and select Alberta from the list of provinces.  Next, click the Search button.


How many search results did you get for Edmonton?

8. For the entry “Edmonton (City), Alberta”, click GO.  


What was the percentage change in population between 1996 and 2001?

9. Click on the link to Population.  As more of the 2001 Census results are released, more statistics will be added to this site for other subjects, including education, income and work, and families and dwellings.  Vital statistics don’t come from the Census are will also be added eventually.


Is the median age of females in Edmonton older or younger than the average of females in Alberta?

10. To compare Edmonton to Canada, click on the Show Canada button above the tables.


Is the median age of females in Edmonton older or younger than the median of females in Canada?

11. Return to the Community Profiles first page by selecting Community Profiles from the menu near the top of the page.

12. Scroll down and page and select the link to 1996 Community Profiles.

13. Enter as the place name: Capital Health and then click Search.  When the page shows a listing for Capital Health Authority, click GO.  This provides 1996 Census and selected health statistics for the Capital Health Authority’s spatial area.  Click on “Health Information”.


How many doctors per 100,000 population are in the Capital Health Authority?

14. Near the top-left side of this Web page, click Map.  After the map is displayed, place the cursor where Calgary is located and click once.  Make sure that the radio button is on for “Zoom In” first.  After the new map is drawn, click on the radio button for “Click to Select a Health Region”, and then click on the area that encompasses Calgary.  This new map should identify the “Selected Place” as the Calgary Regional Health Authority.  Click on the button for Highlights.  Select “Health Information”.


How many doctors per 100,000 population are in the Calgary Regional Health Authority?

15. At the bottom of this Web page, click on the link to Home.

C. Canadian Statistics

Canadian Statistics provides a profile of the people, land, economy and government of Canada.

16. From the home page, click on the link to Canadian statistics.  Notice the variety of statistics that is available.  Select the following links in succession: Government; Elections; and then Federal general elections, by electors, ballots cast and voter participation.  From the pull-down list, select “Total Participation”.


In the Federal elections between 1988 and 2000, which election was the participation rate in Alberta the highest?

17. From menu at the top of this web page, click Canadian Statistics and then follow the links: Latest Indicators; Summary Table, Canada and the provinces.  From the pull-down list, select Alberta.


How many housing starts were reported for the most recent period?

18. Under the section of the table dealing with Residential Construction, there are two links to CANSIM tables.  Click on the link to 027-0007,which jumps you to the CANSIM matrix where this statistic is stored.

This will take you to a version of CANSIM that charges $3.00 a series.  The U of Alberta has access to two licensed versions of CANSIM (E-STAT and CANSIM II) for which there is no charge to you!  These links can be found under Databases on the Library’s homepage.

19. Use your Web browser’s Back arrow and return to the previous page.   From the Statistics Canada menu, click Home.  From the left-hand navigation menu, click Statistical methods; then under the heading “Methodology”, select Guides and references.  Choose Guide to data on elementary and secondary education in Canada and click on the link to this title. 

In this PDF document, go to the description about “Survey on School Enrolment and Graduates”.

Under the section heading Accessibility near the end of this survey’s description, what is the publication catalogue number associated with this survey?

20. Go to the Library’s home page at www.library.ualberta.ca.

II.  Statistics Canada Publications through the Depository Service Program

21. From the Library home page, click “Databases” and then in the open text box enter and search:  statistics canada.  From the list of titles that are retrieved, click Statistics Canada Downloadable Publications.  From the links to different subject areas, select “Education”.


Is the catalogue number for the publication identified above in Step 19 among the publications available through the DSP?

22. Click on the link to “81-229-XIB”.


How often is Education in Canada published? 

      What years are available in electronic format?

23. Select the issue for 2000 and find Table 37, which reports the number of men and women by field of study completing their Bachelor’s degree between 1994 and 1998.  Find the main category for Health Professions.


How many women graduated in 1998 in “Medical Studies and Research”? 

     How many men graduated in 1998 in “Medical Studies and Research”?

III.  Data Liberation Initiative:  Standard Data Products

D. Catalogue

The Statistics Canada catalogue contains descriptions of all standard data products, which includes all databases, microdata files and geography files that are sold by Statistics Canada.  Standard data products are also announced in The Daily.

24. Go to the Statistics Canada Catalogue (a link is available from the list created in Step 21 above) at www.statcan.ca/english/search/ips.htm.  In the fields that are provided for searching, enter in the first text box: Graduate

Then “Search”


How many results were found?

     What type of product is the first result?

25. Select the link to “81M0011XDB National Graduate Surveys – public use microdata file”.


Is this title available through theDSP? (This information is listed among the descriptors near the top of the page.)

     Is this title available through DLI?

26. Notice that the catalogue description also contains a list of related products and services based on the National Graduate Surveys.


What publication is listed among the related products and services that you have examined in a previous Step? 

27. From the menu at the top of this Web page, click The Daily.  Enter in the search text box: Survey of 1995 Graduates
28. Click on the April 28, 1999 issue.


Does this article mention the availability of the microdata file for the Survey of 1995 Graduates? 

29. Use the back arrow of your browser and return to the list of search results.  From this page, select Home and return to the Statistics Canada home page.  From the navigation menu on the left side of the page, select Learning resources.  Next, select under “Postsecondary” the link to Data Liberation Initiative.  On the splash page for DLI, select again the link to Data Liberation Initiative.

30. Under the heading, DLI Collection, click on the link to Collection.  Under the pull-down list of Survey and Products, locate the National Graduates Survey.  (Notice the title difference between this list and the title discovered above!  This is a chronic problem with data files.)

31. Click on the link to DLI beside “National Graduates Survey – 1995”.  Notice that you have access to all of the data documentation for this survey, including the SPSS command file.  The data, however, are protected and must be retrieved from the DLI Contact in the Data Library.  (Note: access to the data is also possible though the Landru data retrieval service on the Data Library’s homepage at http://www.library.ualberta.ca/datalibrary/ )
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