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You would like to extract data in .csv format from a B20/20 file, but you want to 
customize the file to display only data from particular geographies.  You just want all the 
census divisions in Canada, or all strong MIZs in Alberta, or all urban areas in Manitoba, 
or all Indian reserves in BC, or all communities of a particular size in Saskatchewan.  
Sound complicated?  Not with GeoSuite around! 
 
In this exercise, we will accomplish the following: 
 

1. Build a profile of UIDs of census subdivisions (CSDs) in British Columbia that 
have a population within a set range. 

2. Import that profile into a B20/20 topic-based tabulations table. 
3. Use the profile to create a data subset. 
4. Select and save data as a .csv file. 
 

 
Building a profile of UIDs from GeoSuite 
 

1. From the GeoSuite 2006 main screen, click on Name Search. 
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2. You will see this screen. Type in British Columbia, select the Province (PR), and 

click on Next. 

 
 
3. Select the CSD (Census Subdivision) radio button, and click on Next. 
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4. Select CSDuid, and use the > button to copy your selection to the Selected Fields 

box. 

 
 
 
You will now use Set Condition… to select only CSDs of a particular size. 
 
5. Click on Set Condition… 
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6. From the Fields drop-down menu, select CSDpop2006.  From the Criterion 
drop-down menu, select >=.  Enter 5000 into the Value box.  Click on Add. 

 
 

 
7. From the Fields drop-down menu, select CSDpop2006. (You must actually select 

it again for it to be entered.)  From the Criterion drop-down menu, select <=.  
Enter 15000 into the Value box.  Click on OK. 
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8. Click on Next.  There are 49 CSDs within BC that have a population greater than 
or equal to 5,000 people and less than or equal to 15,000 people. 

 
 
 
9. Select Export from the Tools menu. 
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10. Select the Tab delimiter (the default), and deselect “Add double quotes to text 

fields as the Text Qualifier.”  Click on OK. 
11. Name and save the file to your desktop (or to some other place where you can 

find it). 
 
 
Importing and using your profile 
 

1. Go to the 2006 Census topic-based tabulations on the Statistics Canada web site. 
(From the Statistics Canada web page (http://www.statcan.ca), click on Census, 
click on Data products under 2006 Census, and click on Topic-based 
tabulations.) 

2. Click on Housing and shelter costs, and then click on Structural type of 
building. 

3. Click on B20/20 next to Cat. No. 97-554-X2006023. 
4. Save the file to your desktop (or to some other place where you can find it). 
5. Open the saved B20/20 .ivt file. 
 
Note: To save time, we will skip steps 1-4 and just open the file that has already been 
saved for you. 
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6. Drag Geography to the top of the left-hand column (to replace Period of const). 

 
7. You are now going to import the profile you created in GeoSuite so that you can 

view just the data for CSDs in British Columbia with a population greater than or 
equal to 5,000 people and less than or equal to 15,000 people. 

8. Select Import Profile under Utilities under File.  
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9. Click on the box with the three dots next to the Import Filename box to find your 

GeoSuite profile file, and double click on the file name to enter it into the box. 
Enter Geography for Dimension, and name your profile.  You can enter a 
description if you like. Click on OK. 

 
 

10. To use the profile, select Load Profile under Dimension and double click on the 
profile name.   
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11. You will now see the data for the 49 CSDs in BC that have a population greater 

than or equal to 5,000 people and less than or equal to 15,000 people. 

 
 
Selecting data and saving it as a .csv file 
 

Now that you have the desired CSDs displayed in the B2020 table, you can select the 
data you want and save the data as a .csv file. 
 

1. Drag Structural type to replace Condition of dwelling, and drag Housing 
tenure to the line between Condition of dw and Structural Type.   
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2. Highlight the Geography dimension, and keep clicking on the Next Label icon 
(to the left of the Print icon) until you see just the CSD UIDs listed under 
Geography.  Your table should now look like this: 

 
3. To save the data as a .csv file, select Save As under file, select Comma 

Separated (*.csv) under List Files of Type:, and name and save your file. 
 

Notes:  
 
• Once loaded, a profile is available to use with other B20/20 tables. 
• The Next Label icon can be used to change other labels to codes.  For instance, 

we might have converted the labels in the Structural type dimension to codes.   
This might be a useful step if one were planning to analyze the data in a statistical 
software package such as SPSS. 
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