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<odesi> consists of two main systems

A powerful data catalogue

http://odesi.ca

Nesstar Webview

Exploration/download tool





All data/statistics in 

ODESI Nesstar Webview.  

Data ready to tabulate 

online and/or download.

Default Collections

CORA data in its own Nesstar

Webview.  Tabulation, no download.

Additional Collections

ICPSR – subscription service. Only top-

level metadata indexed.  Re-direct to 

ICPSR site for data download



Search by 

keyword

You can:

Add search rows  

Limit searching to specific fields

Use Boolean Operators within and between search rows:

AND  OR  NOT  NEAR
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Limit 

searching to 

specific date 

ranges
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Limit 

searching to 

selected

collections 

in <odesi>
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Browse 

surveys by 

jumping 

directly into 

Nesstar

Webview
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English

French





Get help !
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Using <odesi>

A basic example…



Search the <odesi> data catalogue

View <odesi> catalogue results

Explore selected datasets using <odesi>

Nesstar Webview
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3

2

Download entire datasets 

from <odesi>
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Exploring data using Nesstar Webview

is like going on a date with your data… 

http://d2x3wmakafwqf5.cloudfront.net/wordpress/wp-content/blogs.dir/61/files/2014/09/shutterstock_108806891.jpg
http://www.returnofkings.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/online-dating-header2.jpg

Before making a more serious 

‘downloading’ commitment…



Navigating Nesstar involves a lot of 
drilling…

https://www.kramer.ca/images/stories/Cat_MD5150_Track_Drill_Sept_25_2012/drill_5150_045.jpg



• Full PUMF metadata
• Variables grouped into 

categories



Metadata

Key documents include the 
Codebook & User Guide



Variable 
Description

Variables
(questions on the survey) 

grouped by topic





Now it’s time to get your 
hands dirty…

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-I6vwhzFHJIk/Ui3ilh6eOWI/AAAAAAAABho/hPlnJigATXI/s400/Hands+Dirty.jpg



Exercises

 Searching

1. Search <odesi>  
1.1 Search for the terms ‘asthma’ and ‘smoking’ ANYWHERE  _______ hits

1.2 Change ‘ANYWHERE’ to ‘Variable/Category Label’  _______ hits

1.3 Try using ‘OR’ and ‘truncation’ to expand your smoking results…

e.g. smok* OR tobacco OR cigar*  _______ hits

1.4 Exclude ‘Aggregate data’ from your search  _______ hits

1.5 Add the ‘ICPSR’ Collection to your search  _______ hits



Exercises

Matching Variables

2. START A NEW SEARCH
2.1 Search for the terms ‘asthma’ AND ‘smoking’ using ‘Variable/Category Label’

2.2 Bring the most recent surveys to the top by clicking ‘Date’

2.3 For the CCHS 2012: Annual Component, click on ‘Matching Variables’

2.4 Can you find the variables ‘Has asthma’ and ‘Type of smoker’?

2.5 How many valid cases are there for each of these variables?

Has asthma:        _____

Type of smoker: _____



Exercises
 Jumping into Nesstar Webview

3. Continuing with the CCHS 2012:
2.1 Click on the variable ‘Has asthma’; 





Exercises
 Jumping into Nesstar Webview

3. On the ‘matching 

variables’ list, 

click on the variable:

‘Has asthma’; 





Exercises
 Exploring the data… 

4. Now, can you find ‘Type of smoker’ in the 

left-hand list of variables?



Exercises
 Exploring the data…  tabulation

5. Try using the ‘Tabluation’ tab to create a table with ‘Has 

asthma’ in the rows, and ‘Type of smoker’ in the columns. 



Table with ‘Has asthma’ in the rows, 
and ‘Type of smoker’ in the columns

Link

http://odesi2.scholarsportal.info/webview/index.jsp?headers=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V695&v=2&stubs=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V77&study=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fStudy/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component&gs=64&mode=table&top=yes


This will adjust the statistics shown in your 
current table (which reflect strictly the survey 

sample) into estimates for the population 
under investigation…

Exercises
 Applying weights…

6. Apply the sample weight…



Weight applied…

Link

http://odesi2.scholarsportal.info/webview/index.jsp?headers=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V695&v=2&previousmode=table&stubs=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V77&weights=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V1226&analysismode=table&study=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fStudy/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component&gs=64&mode=table&top=yes


Exercises
Manipulating the data…  aggregating

7. Using the table you just generated, can you manipulate the 

smoking variable to create the following table?

Link

http://odesi2.scholarsportal.info/webview/index.jsp?headers=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V695&V77slice=1&stubs=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V77&previousmode=table&V695subset=139898,133549&V695slice=139898&study=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fStudy/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component&mode=table&v=2&weights=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V1226&analysismode=table&gs=64&group=agg|V695|1|1,2|Smoke|true|139898&group=agg|V695|1|3|Don%26#x27;t+smoke|true|133549&top=yes




Exercises
 Subsetting data…  

8. Can you change the table you just created to show 

only respondents from Alberta?

There are a couple of ways of doing this…

Link

http://odesi2.scholarsportal.info/webview/index.jsp?headers=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V695&V77slice=1&stubs=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V77&previousmode=table&layers=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V2&V695subset=139898,133549&V695slice=139898&study=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fStudy/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component&mode=table&V2slice=48&v=2&weights=http://142.150.190.128:80/obj/fVariable/cchs-82M0013-E-2012-Annual-component_V1226&analysismode=table&gs=64&group=agg|V695|1|1,2|Smoke|true|139898&group=agg|V695|1|3|Don%26#x27;t+smoke|true|133549&top=yes


Tables, charts, graphs…

Apply sample weight(s)

Subset

Download datasets

Save to Excel or PDF

Link to current view

Change languages

Overview of Nesstar Webview options



Thanks for your 
participation!
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