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Who We Are
 The central statistical 

agency for the Province 
of British Columbia

 Function in legislation 
since 1894

 Operate under the legal 
authority of the Statistics 
Act, which provides a 
legislative mandate to….

What We Do

 Collect, analyze, and 

distribute statistical 

information on B.C.

 Assist government with 

their statistical activities

 Co-ordinate statistical 

activities between the 

Province of B.C. and 

Statistics Canada

About BC Stats

The Act also provides statutory protection 

of the privacy and security of data we 

collect



What we do:

 Still the same

How we do it:

 Has changed

 Will continue to change

BC Stats: What We Do



So what has brought about this change?

• Tightening budgets

• Technological advances

• Big Data

• Demand for statistics is rapidly increasing

• User’s needs are becoming more 

complex and individualised

Source: OECD Statistics Newsletter, November 2016
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BC Stats: Budget history



Business model:

 Moved from voted appropriation to 
cost recovery

 Internal consulting service

Projects 2015/16:

 120 projects

 Value between $1,000 and $1,000,000

 Average approximately $20,000

BC Stats: Business Model



Primary client groups:

 B.C. government ministries

 Statistics Canada

Other client groups:

 crown corporations 

 public agencies and education 
institutions

 business community & academics

 public

BC Stats: Who Are Our Clients?
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Technology 

is an 

accelerator
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The big data deluge
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Open data

Open data
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Expectations

• Easy answers

• Looking for tailored products

• “How do we not have data on this?!”
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1995:

 BC Stats had only data pipe to Statistics Canada

 Statistics Canada printing paper copies of all reports 
and data tables

 Web sites are new; data tables as PDFs of paper 
version

2016:

 Statistics Canada: CANSIM now free and open licence

 Statistics Canada: all electronic publication on web

 B.C. Government has adopted open data

 Analytic and web-based tools are in a state of 
constant improvement

BC Stats: an evolution
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Good decisions start with good 

data







Census Tracts

Greater Victoria





Movers by Census Tract

Greater Victoria







28,000,000
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BC Stats: budget

No data dissemination / 

library staff

Data dissemination / library

25% of staff



What will the future hold?

• Tightening budgets

• Technological advances

• Big Data

• Demand for statistics is rapidly increasing

• User’s needs are becoming more 

complex and individualised

Source: OECD Statistics Newsletter, November 2016
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Martin Monkman

Provincial Statistician & Director

BC Stats

martin.monkman@gov.bc.ca

250.216.5848 
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www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca

@BCStats


