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Bird’s eye view:

1. What is CIHI?

2. Why am I presenting on CIHI 

data?

3. CIHI’s data holdings

4. How can users access CIHI data?

5. What is the Graduate Student 

Data Access Program (GSDAP)?

                                                    



Canadian Institute for Health Information

● Independent not-for-profit organization, EST. 1994

● Collects and provides information and data on Canada’s health system & the health of 

Canadians

● Partners include both Statistics and Health Canada, as well as Health Ministries across 

the country

  

 

Strategic goals (2016-2021):

➢ Be a trusted source of standards and quality data
➢ Expand analytical tools to support measurement of health systems
➢ Produce actionable analysis and accelerate its adoption

https://www.cihi.ca/en/strategicplan2016-2021-enweb.pdf
https://www.cihi.ca/en/strategicplan2016-2021-enweb.pdf


Why am I presenting on CIHI?

● Applied health research background:

- Autism Spectrum Disorders Canadian-American Consortium (ASD-CARD), Queen’s University 

(2003-2006)

- Translating Research in Elder Care (TREC), U of A (2008-2012)

● U of A Health Research Data Repository (HRDR)

- Co-led development (2009-2012)

- Manager (2013-2015)

● Experience accessing and working with CIHI data

● Some CIHI data in DLI currently 

● Opportunities for more CIHI data in DLI in future 

 



CIHI’s data holdings fall under three categories:
 

 

Health personnel 
● National Physician Database 

(NPDB)
● Registered Nurses Database 

(RNDB)
● Pharmacist Database (PDB)
● Occupational Therapist 

Database (OTDB)
● Medical Radiation Technologist 

Database (MRTDB)
● Medical Laboratory Technologist 

Database (MLTDB)
● Physiotherapist Database 

(PTDB)
● Scott’s Medical Database (SMD)

Health spending
● Canadian Management 

Information System Database 
(CMDB)

● National Health Expenditure 
Database (NHEX)

Health services
● Discharge Abstract Database (DAD)
● National Rehabilitation Reporting System (NRS)
● National Prescription Drug Utilization Information System 

(NPDUIS)
● Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) Health Database (Canadian Segment)
● National Ambulatory Care Reporting System (NACRS)
● Canadian Joint Replacement Registry (CJRR)
● National Trauma Registry (NTR)
● Therapeutic Abortions Database (TADB)
● Ontario Mental Health Reporting System (OMHRS)
● Hospital Morbidity Database (HMDB)
● National Health Expenditure Database (NHEX)
● Canadian Organ Replacement Register (CORR)
● Continuing Care Reporting System (CCRS)
● Hospital Mental Health Database (HMHDB)
● Canadian Management Information System Database 

(CMDB)
● Canadian Multiple Sclerosis Monitoring System (CMSMS)

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hospital_Morbidity_Database&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hospital_Morbidity_Database&action=edit&redlink=1


 
 



 
 

 



Option 1: Publicly accessible data

 

 



Option 2: Data accessible to CIHI clients

 

 



Option 3:  Requesting data from CIHI

1. Submit the online Data Inquiry Form 

2. If request moves forward you then complete:

- Formal data request form

- Non-disclosure/confidentiality agreement 

(NDCA)

3. Finalize data specifications with CIHI

4. CIHI confirms response time and cost

5. CIHI processes request

6. You securely receive the data requested

Straightforward: 10 (aggregate) to 20 (record level) days

Complex: 20 (aggregate) to 40 (record level) days

Very Complex: Negotiated                            

$150/hr: health care facilities, universities, 
not-for-profit, government, etc

$300/hr: Private sector/foreign

FREE: Graduate students

https://forums.cihi.ca/Forms/DataInquiry/data_inquiry_e.asp


What is the GDSAP?

CIHI program which provides data to *qualifying graduate students at 

no cost

Two objectives: 

1. To build capacity of graduate students in health 

service/research

2. To increase awareness of CIHI’s data holdings, as well as 

importance of data quality & privacy

*“Qualifying”:   

 1. Fulfilling graduate requirements (e.g., thesis, dissertation, research fellowship),                                       

2. REB approved;                                                                                                                                             

3. Aligns with CIHI’s mandates



Option 3:  Requesting data from CIHI
1. Submit the online Data Inquiry Form 

2. If request moves forward the graduate student 

and supervisor then complete:

- Formal data request form

- Non-disclosure/confidentiality agreement 

(NDCA)

3. Finalize data specifications with CIHI

4. CIHI confirms response time  

5. CIHI processes request

6. Graduate student securely receive the data 

requested

Straightforward: 10 (aggregate) to 20 (record level) days

Complex: 20 (aggregate) to 40 (record level) days

Very Complex: Negotiated                            

 

 

https://forums.cihi.ca/Forms/DataInquiry/data_inquiry_e.asp


CIHI Client Affairs Managers

 

Cheryl Beach 
(250) 220-2212

Grant Hollett 
(250) 220-2204

Louise Lalonde 
(250) 220-2209Jill Strachan 

(250) 220-2207

Rachelle O’Sullivan 
902-492-4403

Cindy Mosher 
709-733-7061



                      

  

Questions? 
James Doiron 
Research Data Management Services Coordinator
Digital Initiatives
University of Alberta Libraries
 
jdoiron@ualberta.ca
 


