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Interactive web data/stats charts & graphs:

Another form of data visualisation
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Outline

• example of interactive chart/graph

• Why interactive charts?

• Static versus Interactive

• some code

• some examples
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example Interactive chart/graph using D3

cool…
but...
useful?

http://vowl.visualdataweb.org/webvowl/
http://vowl.visualdataweb.org/webvowl/
http://vowl.visualdataweb.org/webvowl/
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example (useful x/y data) Interactive chart/graph

http://maps.library.uvic.ca/PlotlyExample.html
http://maps.library.uvic.ca/PlotlyExample.html
http://maps.library.uvic.ca/PlotlyExample.html
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Why interactive charts?

• Data visualisation

• Requests from users?

• Requests from other units in (my/your) library?

• Required by library administrators?
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Why interactive charts?

“Data (and) Visualisation librarians”

• Brandenburg, M. D. et al. Interdisciplinary collaboration: Librarian involvement in grant projects. 
College & Research Libraries, (forthcoming 2017)

• Falcone, A. Practical strategies for demonstrating the value of public services in academic libraries. 
International Information & Library Review 48(1), 2016

• Sacco, K.L. Supporting digital humanities for knowledge acquisition in modern libraries, 2015

UofToronto Libraries 2016 job posting: Data Visualisation Librarian



7

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Unknown

ULib

UMapLib

UDeptMapLib

UDept

CompanySociety

PubLib

GovLib

GovDept

Archives

42

4

18

6

7

2

1

7

18

Individual Members, 1979, from:

ACMLA/ACACC Bulletin 31, Jun1979

static bar chart(s)…
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static multiple rows bar chart

2012

2013
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static “bubble” chart
static are useful;  learn a spreadsheets’ capability

2012

2013

Time: seconds
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Interactive (web) Charts

yes, Google charts/spreadsheets...
BUT data resides with them…
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even with Google
need code for
advanced interactivity
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FOS: (Free & Open Source)
Charts / Graphs options
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3 code components: html(5); .js, .css

Plot.ly example

Can edit either…
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data not residing elsewhere:
http://maps.library.uvic.ca/Plotly/GapminderDataFiveYear.csv

can get the .js to edit it
and...
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Highcharts.js
Lots of examples; Minimal coding
data remains with researcher…

Plastic debris on southern Vancouver Island beaches: 2012 - 2015

http://maps.library.uvic.ca/PlasticDebris.html
http://maps.library.uvic.ca/PlasticDebris.html
http://maps.library.uvic.ca/PlasticDebris.html
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from the html:
(edit) the javascript

https://code.highcharts.com/highcharts.js
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save the edited .js
to your directory http://maps.library.uvic.ca/HighCharts/HighchartsHS.js
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example:
UVicLibraries research tips links: Views & time on page

http://maps.library.uvic.ca/ResearchTipsLinks.html
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Data (visualisation) librarians 
and
Interactive web charts/graphs  have  arrived…

or

Coming very soon… 

library.duke.edu

lib.ncsu.edu


