Undergraduates in Your Data
Repository:
Best Practices and Insights from a
Data Deposit Assignment

Tara Stieglitz, Data Services & Science Librarian
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MacEwan is an undergraduate focused university, we don’t have any grad students.
Research experience for our students is one of our strengths.
From the beginning we planned to allow student deposits in our data repository.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data repository was only a year old, and we were still considering what the service would look like when I was approached by a professor about an assignment they were proposing.
It was for a 4th year quantitative research methods class and they wanted their students to deposit data in the data repository as part of an assignment.
I created a collection within our repository and trained the professor in how to curate and publish the student data sets. I assigned them an admin role for this collection and they were responsible for assessing and publishing the student datasets.
I was also an admin on the class collection so that I could see what was going on.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From the beginning it didn’t quite go how I’d planned.
There was no opportunity given for me to present directly to the students to show them how to upload their datasets and input metadata. Instead, I wrote instructional materials and created a video that were shared with students and the professor explained how they’d deposit their data.
At first, it went smoothly. The students created accounts and started depositing data. The professor was responsible for looking at their deposits and either publishing them or requesting more files or more complete metadata.
Near the end of the semester this professor announced they’d be leaving MacEwan and the remaining student datasets were left unpublished.
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Presentation Notes
Later, when I was doing a routine clean up of unpublished datasets, I found that only 3 of the student datasets had been published and a number of them were submitted but unpublished. 
I published the ones that were complete: the assignment required that the students to complete basic metadata fields and upload a data file, a syntax file for SPSS, and a data documentation file. Datasets that had all these elements I published. This gave us 8 published datasets for this class.
For the remaining ones, I emailed the students to ask if they were interested in completing their deposits and told them their deposits would otherwise be deleted. At this point they were finished the class, and many would have graduated, so we didn’t receive any responses, and the unpublished datasets were deleted. 
Out of a class of 20 we ended up with 8 complete published deposits




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure expectations are clear at the beginning and ensure there is a common understanding of everyone’s roles and responsibilities.
It is always better to directly present to students, instead of indirectly providing instructional materials.
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